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5. Understanding the constraints

The  examination of other important issues 
(NB highways and landscape which are 
being individually explained on separate 
boards) has informed the design process.
The application has already been the subject 
of a screening and scoping opinion and 
will be supported by a full Environmental 
Statement (ES) which will include detailed 
reports addressing the issues of;

•	 Noise
•	 Air	Quality
•	 Archaeology	and	Heritage

Other issues were examined at the point 
of first design principles including;

•	 Ecology	and
•	 Surface	Water	Drainage	Management	
 and Flood Risk 

because these were factors that could 

shape the layout options and needed to be 
understood by the architect masterplanner 
at an early stage in the consideration of 
design options.  These key findings are set 
out below

Ecology
The site is generally of low eccological 
value as it is mostly intensively farmed 
agricultural land.

1. There are orchids and reptiles adjacent 
to the old road in the north-west of the 
site.
2.	 Area	 of	 woodland	 shrub	 used	 by	
badgers, bats and dormice.
3.	Dormice	in	hazel	along	eastern	boundary.
4. Reptiles in earth banking along Shawstead 
Road which would need relocation.
5.	Whites	Wood	is	ancient	woodland.
6. Potential of badger setts by North 
Danes	Wood.

The Environmental Statement required to 
support the application, and the full suite of 
technical documents which will be lodged 
with the application will demonstrate that 
the layout derives from a full technical 
understanding of the site and (when 
submitted) will be informed by feedback 
from pre-application consultation with 
members, officers, statutory consultees 
and the local community.  

It is also important to recognise that the 
development will contribute to justified 
improvements to existing infrastructure, 
although other than the provision of a 
primary school site and the desire to 
improve linkages with the country park 
this has not influenced the design of the 
layout itself. 
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Example of a swale

Example of an urban swale

KEY:

Attenuation	Basins	&	
Swales

Direction	of	flow

Surface	Water	Drainage	Strategy


